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fact that Wundt has come clearly to the conclusion that it is idle to look for 
the germs of speech-evolution in the inflected tongues. Such, in general, he 
employs solely as the more familiar examples whereby to illustrate each sec- 
tion of his theme; for the more weighty proof he is constantly citing the lan- 
guages of far earlier type. 

It is upon this lower plane of speech that we feel confident that the great 
•discoveries of man-speech as a chapter in evolution are to be found, and that 
at no remote date; it is only through isolating speech that we are to find the 
growth of the possibilities of muscular control and conscious direction whereby 
man is first enabled to add the consonantal modulant to the open-throated 
vowel which is a part of his merely animal equipment. Already great steps 
have been taken in this direction in the last few years as a result of American 
research. We have no doubt that if Wundt 's attention had been drawn to 
these American studies in time he would have leaped to the great discovery 
which now but awaits the proper presentation of the basic material. Grop- 
ing for just this end, he has failed of the discovery solely because he has had 
to rest upon the earlier and improper classification of the Malayo-Polynesian 
languages and that, resting upon Humboldt's great treatise on the Kavi speech 
and Brugman 's later comment thereupon, he has not known in the upper 
tangle of agglutination that underneath it lay a fertile field of isolating speech 
which would surely have led him to the discovery of a genesis of human speech. 
When the student to whom the comparative philology of this most complete 
family of isolating speech is familiar finds Wundt reaching always in that 
direction by a sort of prescient instinct and always held back by reason of 
the impossible compaction of agglutinative Malayan with the far simpler 
Polynesian, it must serve as a stimulus to the completion of the study of isola- 
tion so that speech may be lifted into its proper place in the doctrine of 
evolution. 

When we recognize how much yet remains hidden from this great in- 
vestigator we are amazed at the closeness of his approach with imperfect data 
to conclusions which we are sure will be firmly established on the better in- 
formation soon to be placed within the reach of such scholars as he. If he 
can accomplish so much with the richness of the speech of isolation hidden from 
his view or presented in a distorted form, the possession of that material prop- 
erly presented should lead to a philology all new. 

This work is a monument of genius. The former volume deals with the 
growth and treatment of words as thought units, the latter with the associa- 
tion of such word units as component parts in the sentences wherewith the 
more complex thought associations are communicable. He follows a method 
whereby the inner impulse is discussed as manifest in a certain outward ex- 
pression, then as reacting upon the inner original impulse as an exterior 
modifier which then leads to - new or modified outward expression. Man makes 
the word, the word makes man, a constant play back and forth outward from 
within, inward from without. William Churchill. 

Experimentelle Abstammnngs- und Vererbungslehre. Yon Ernst 
Lehmann. (Series: Aus Natur und Geisteswelt.) xiii and 104 pp. Ills. 
B. G-. Teubner, Leipzig, 1913. Mk. 1.25. 7y 2 x 5. 
This new volume of the excellent Teubner collection of popular scientific 
monographs is based on a lecture course of the author on the same subject. 
Starting from the current popular ideas on evolution, it examines them in the light 
of experimental science, with a view to propagating more correct notions about 
the subject in a wider circle of readers. Only such facts and hypotheses are 
brought forward as can be claimed as safely established parts of modern science, 
even at the risk of omitting one or the other item of special scientific interest : a 
very wise limitation in a book written for lay readers. In this way the author 
discusses the growth of the idea of evolution from Linnaeus to Darwin, the defini- 
tion of species, variation, bastardizing, Mendelism, mutation, heredity, and similar 
problems. A number of typical drawings reproduced from standard works illus- 
trate the text, and the appendix contains a good list of reference works. 

M. K. Genthe. 



